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Enhancements to Ovid

Four new features have recently been added to Ovid, the database system of the LSUHSC Libraries.

gives searchers the opportunity to send questions via e-mail to the library staff.
The link for " " appears on the main search page. This service, designed to request
assistance with an Ovid search, includes a copy of the search strategy for the librarian to review.
Requests from dental-school faculty, students, and staff will be sent to the dental-library staff at
dentlib@Isuhsc.edu

, a type of saved search, permits users to save a search strategy and receive new
search results from each monthly update of the database. The new citations are e-mailed automatically
to the searcher. To access AutoAlerts, click on "Save Search History" underneath the search history
table on the main search page.

makes available the previous search session at the next login. The user has the
option to view and work with this search or to start a new session. Recovery is especially useful if the
previous search timed out or ended unexpectedly.

permits searchers to clear the search history simply by clicking on "delete
all searches" instead of changing database. Clicking on "Run Saved Search" permits one to display a
saved search strategy or to delete a saved search or autoalert.

If you have any questions about these new features, please call Julie Schiavo or Liz Strother at 619-8550
in the Dental Library.

Ovid Classes Scheduled

The library will offer two introductory classes on searching MEDLINE via Ovid. The classes will be held
on Tuesday, August 15, 10-11:30 a.m., and Tuesday, August 29, 1:30-3:00 p.m., in the Library
Conference Room. Call the library at ext. 38550 or send mail to dentlib@Isuhsc.edu to sign up for one of
the classes.

Changes in Fees for Library Services

Interlibrary Loan and Photocopy Fees Increase with the New Fiscal Year

As of July 1%, 2000, the prices for interlibrary loan services (ILL) of the LSUHSC library system have been
slightly increased, due to the general fee increase by the South Central Area Medical Libraries
Consortium in which LSUHSC participates. LSUHSC-affiliated patrons may see an increase of
approximately $1.00 per article on the amount they were previously paying for articles that they ordered
through ILL. We will continue to order materials first from lenders with which we have a reciprocal
agreement not to charge, but if the materials are not available through those libraries, we will resort to
ordering from charging libraries, and patrons will then see the fee increase.

The fees for patrons who use the Loansome Doc borrowing system (electronic document ordering via
PubMed or Internet Grateful Med) will also increase slightly. Health professionals will now be charged
$9.00 per article plus any applicable copyright fees, whereas nonhealth professionals will be charged
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$15.00 per article plus any applicable copyright fees. There is also a $5.00-per-article fee to fax
Loansome Doc requests.

The library will charge all health professionals $9.00 per article for photocopy service of items in our
collection. Nonhealth professionals will be charged $25.00 per photocopy. The $5.00-per-article fax fee
applies to all requests. The table below includes all photocopy and ILL charges.

MEDLINE Searches Now Free to LSUHSC Community

LSUHSC reference librarians are now able to run searches in MEDLINE and most other databases free
for LSUHSC faculty, staff, and students. For LSUHSC-supported databases, such as Ovid, WebSpirs,
Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe, or InfoTrac, the librarians will no longer charge for searches. Results of
any length can be e-mailed or saved to a disk and lists of citations with or without abstracts will be printed
free if they are under 50 pages.

Searches in outside database services, such as Dialog or Ovid-online, are billed to the library on a per-
search basis, and these costs will be passed on to the patron. Unaffiliated health professionals will be
charged cost plus 25%, with a $10.00 minimum. Unaffiliated nonhealth professionals will be charged cost
plus 25%, with a $25.00 minimum. Current members of the LSUSD Alumni Association receive searches
at half price, with a $5.00 minimum charge.

So the next time you need to search online for a list of references, don’t hesitate to contact one of the
dental librarians for assistance. Visit, call, or send dentlib@Isuhsc.edu, and we will be glad to work with
you.

Dental Library Fees for Health Care Professionals

Interlibrary Loans and Photocopy Service Charges
ILL requests filled by nonreciprocal libraries $9.00 minimum per transaction
Loansome Doc requests $9.00 per article

Photocopy service for health professionals, journals owned || $ 9.00 per article

by LSUHSC,
Photocopy service for nonhealth professionals $25.00 per article
Fax surcharge $ 5.00 per article

Literature Searches Charges

LSUHSC-affiliated/databases not incurring charges (OVID, | Free
Lexis-Nexis, etc)

Health professional, no affiliation with LSUHSC $10.00 minimum

Current LSUHSC Alumni Association members $ 5.00 minimum

Nonhealth professional, no affiliation with LSUHSC $25.00 miminum
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MEDLINEplus: a Source of Health Information for Patients

MEDLINE, a database of biomedical literature for the health-care professional, is produced by the
National Library of Medicine (NLM). To fill the growing need for authoritative information for patients and
consumers, NLM also sponsors MEDLINEplus, which is a directory of evaluated Web sites arranged by
disease, condition, or wellness issue. A recent addition to MEDLINEplus is a compendium of drug
information provided by the U.S. Pharmacopeia in USP Dispensing Information, volume 2: Advice for the
Patient. Included in the drug information module are over 9,000 prescription and over-the-counter drugs
which one can search by either generic or brand name. For each class of drugs, MEDLINEplus includes
indications, dosages, precautions, and side effects.

The link to the USP appears on the left-hand side of every MEDLINEplus page. Additional links on the
drug information home page lead to the Food and Drug Administration site for consumer information on
newly approved drugs and to Clinical Trials.gov for current information about clinical research studies.

A second new feature of MEDLINEplus is a Medical Encyclopedia from ADAM.com. This extensive
resource includes over 4,000 illustrated entries on diseases, injury, nutrition, poison, special topics,
surgery, symptoms, and tests. To use the site, first select the category, then click on either the term or
appropriate beginning letter.

MEDLINEplus also includes a search engine that will search a term or phrase in all components of the
site. Remember that all sites included in MEDLINEplus are evaluated by a board of advisers for accuracy
and reliability.

Surgeon General’s Report on Oral Health

In May 2000, the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services released Oral Health in America: a
Report of the Surgeon General. Innopac, the LSUHSC libraries catalog, includes a record for the
electronic version of this report with a link to the Web site. An executive summary as well as the full
report can be downloaded in pdf format. The library will also order and catalog the paper version when it
becomes available at the end of the summer.

The Surgeon General's report found that the poor and minorities suffer worse oral health than other
Americans due to lack of knowledge and financial resources. The report also emphasizes the impact of
oral disorders on systemic diseases and overall wellness and discusses recommendations for research,
national and community programs, and personal and professional preventive measures.

To retrieve the report or the executive summary directly, go to
http://www.nidcr.nih.gov/sqgr/oralhealth.htm on the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research
Web site.
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